
BOXMOOR VILLAGE TRAFFIC STRATEGY 

March 2021 (Updated January 2022) 

Background 

A number of trends mean that traffic in Boxmoor has increased in recent years to the point where 

it is many residents’ major complaint within the locality.  These trends include: 

 increased car ownership; 

 young people living with their parents longer; 

 people travelling more and further for work; 

 many families dropping children at school for safety reasons or on the way to work; 

 increased volume of delivery vans on the road. 

Covid lockdown temporarily reduced the traffic pressure on local roads, but since lockdown 1 

eased, the volume of traffic on the roads has returned to high levels and a significant number of 

cars have returned to old patterns of acceleration and exceeding speed limits.  Not only does the 

noise and sense of danger caused by speeding cars unnerve residents, pedestrians crossing 

roads also feel unsafe, especially if their mobility is encumbered, for example by age, escorting 

children or pushing buggies.  With a secondary school, four primary schools, a Special School and 

several pre-schools in the ward, safety is a particular problem at school drop-off and pick-up times. 

Trouble spots 

Many roads in Boxmoor Ward suffer from irresponsible driving and others are used for rat runs 

through the area.  This strategy aims at addressing the worst areas, which broadly are roads 

which have the following characteristics: 

 they are straight, enabling acceleration; 

 they are wide or clear from parked cars, providing a sense of space; 

 they are often after pinch points or other features that have held drivers up; 

 they often involve hills enabling drivers to pick up speed down the hill or providing 

momentum when at the top of the slope to drivers who ‘attack’ the hill. 

The map alongside shows the areas which  

are considered the worst trouble spots.   

There may be others, but these are the most  

frequently complained about.  As well as the 

features listed above, all of these roads are 

used by through traffic avoiding other less 

crowded or busy routes. 

 

This strategy aims to build a series of actions 

that will maximise the chances of putting 

in place measures which will reduce speeds. 

It is based on the assumption that this will take 

several years and require sustained pressure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HCC Speed Management Strategy  

The County Council’s strategy can be found on the internet at the following address: 

https://democracy.hertfordshire.gov.uk/documents/s24958/201214%2009%20Speed%20Managa

ment%20Strategy%20Update.pdf.   It states: 

“The key underlying principle of the revised strategy is that it provides a framework to ensure that 

the speed limit for any road is in keeping with its environment rather than putting up speed limit 

signs and expecting a significant behaviour change. In some cases, this may mean lowering 

speed limits (which in some locations may require changes in the design of a road and /or 

implementation of other measures to change behaviour), in other cases this may mean raising 

limits or keeping them as they are.” 

We take this to mean that evidence has shown that signs are not enough. Therefore, changes in 

the design of the road are likely to be necessary, which in many cases increases costs and makes 

implementation more difficult. Overall, this makes it harder to achieve speed reductions. 

It continues: “Hertfordshire’s Local Transport Plan 4 places much greater emphasis on the 

consideration of the needs of vulnerable road users such as pedestrians and cyclists. In order to 

support this the Council has also adopted a place and movement approach which takes account of 

the varying functions and uses of its roads and categorises them based on whether they are 

places people want to visit or whether they are primarily focussed on vehicle movement. This 

helps identify locations which may be suitable for the application of lower speed limits.” 

The strategy includes 5 core principles:  

1) We will encourage speed limit changes that support active travel (walking and cycling)  

2) In some cases (where appropriate) we will lower speed limits  

3) In some cases (where appropriate) we will need to change the design of a road to change 

behaviour  

4) We won’t put up speed limit signs alone and expect a significant behaviour change  

5) In some cases (where we establish that speed limits are too low for the environment) we 

may need to raise speed limits 

 

Creative solutions 

Traffic calming, such as speed bumps, are extremely unpopular.  Changes to road layouts are 

often prohibitively expensive.  We would, therefore, like to explore ways in which simple low-cost 

approaches cause traffic calming by reducing drivers’ sense of space, increasing awareness of 

pedestrian vulnerability and breaking up traffic flows; these might include: 

 emphasising shared road ‘ownership’ around the shops in St Johns Road; 

 moving or extending parking bays to reduce clear, straight roads; 

 changing priorities at junctions to require cars to slow down; 

 adding islands. 

 

There is evidence from the Netherlands and elsewhere that ‘psychological traffic calming’ can be 

effective.  This approach is based on experience that where drivers are forced to think more and 

be alert to more numerous roadside risks, they slow down. We would like the County Council to 

consider such counter-intuitive measures. 

 

Our approach 

Traffic calming measures that work for the community could be achieved in three stages: 

1) Gathering evidence to support the case for measures; 

2) Empowering the community to actively drive forward the issue with campaigns; 

3) Implementing measures, including taking advantage of existing schemes, such as 

Hertfordshire Constabulary’s Drive Safe scheme. 

https://democracy.hertfordshire.gov.uk/documents/s24958/201214%2009%20Speed%20Managament%20Strategy%20Update.pdf
https://democracy.hertfordshire.gov.uk/documents/s24958/201214%2009%20Speed%20Managament%20Strategy%20Update.pdf


Analysis of the various trouble spots 

The tables below lay out the issues and potential solutions for the trouble spots identified in the 

map on page one. 

Fishery Road 

Situation Fishery Rd is a key arterial feed to and from Hemel Hempstead (Boxmoor) Rail 
Station. It is a bus route and it also represents a bypass for cars and lorries which 
wish to avoid the St Johns Rd route through Boxmoor village. It has a 30mph 
speed limit, which disguises the tendency to “attack” the Green End roundabout 
and to pick up gravity-speed going sharply downhill to the river basin.  The only 
help with crossing the road are islands at the junctions with London Road and the 
Green End Road roundabout. 

Pedestrian 
issues 

 Families living on the West side of Fishery Road and those in Moorland, 
Cangels and Grove need to cross the road to access Boxmoor Primary School 
or Hemel Hempstead Secondary School, as do pupils walking from Chaulden. 

 Many people in the wider Boxmoor area to the East and North cross the road 
to access Box Moor Trust land to the southwest.   

 Commuters from the northwest (Chaulden and Warners End) cross the road 
on their journey to the station. 

 The visibility at the lower end is obscured by the hump of the canal bridge; 
visibility at the Green End roundabout is limited by road curves and hedges.   

Other 
issues 

 The Green End roundabout is a grave concern: the camber has a very marked 
bank enabling worrying speeds to be gained ‘slingshotting’ vehicles into 
Fishery Rd. 

 As evidenced by the local campaign when HCC proposed making Fishery Rd 
into a bus/cycle path, there is no way to avoid traffic both from the ‘village’ and 
further afield, using this road.  Measures to reduce traffic pressure would need 
to be based on wider infrastructure such as bus routes or hire bikes. 

 It is on a bus route with two stops opposite each other near Fishery Wharf 

 At weekends, visitors to Fishery Wharf café and the moors park at the bottom 
end of Fishery Rd 

Gathering 
Evidence 

1) Undertake a pedestrian survey of Fishery Road to evidence the pressure on 
the road (March-April 2021) 

2) Undertake a Drive safe speed camera scheme to raise awareness with drivers 
and collect data on the extent of speeding (Borough Councillors applied for 
this in Nov 2019 – ongoing as delayed by Covid restrictions) 

Community 
Activism 

 An active residents’ group for Fishery/Moorland /Grove/Cangels can develop a 
campaign to put pressure on decision-makers.   

 Residents could also consider banners and posters that raise awareness 
among drivers with slogans such as ‘this is our walk to School – slow down!’  

Medium 
term 
measures 

1) Liaise with Box Moor Trust and Canal and Riverside Trust to improve access 
from the west side of Fishery Rd to Station Moor via the towpath/underpass. 

2) Submit an application for a flashing, speed-activated ‘slow down’ sign to raise 
driver awareness of the problem 

Long-term 
measures 

1) Extend the 20mph zone from St Johns Road to encompass the residential hub 
of the village, including Fishery Road from the canal bridge northwards. 

2) Put a pedestrian crossing at the lower end of Fishery Road 
3) Introduce a hire scheme (eg electric bikes or scooters depending on funding 

and legal status) at the station with docking stations in further flung parts of 
the town to encourage people out of their cars.   

 

 

 



Fishery Road update – January 2022 

1) The local residents group facilitated by Cllr Allen made a Drive Safe scheme application in 

spring 2021 but the Police and Crime Commissioners team that implement the scheme 

adjudged that the proposed location was too close to the bus stops to be safe.  We are 

waiting for their visit to identify a safer location. 

2) Local Councillors and residents spent approximately 30 hours undertaking traffic surveys of 

pedestrian and vehicle flows on Fishery Road. Conclusions from this survey are 

summarised in the maps below.  We have identified that between 7.30-9.00am: 

a) One person a minute crosses the road – 44% of whom are children/families going to 

School. Pedestrian flows need to be surveyed again when commuting patterns return to 

a new normal. 

b) Only 15% of traffic is created by the side roads (Moorland, Kingsland & Horsecroft) 

c) At Peak hours 15 cars a minute drive along Fishery Road.  With one every 4 seconds, 

this means the road is extremely hard to cross. 

d) 28% of journeys from the side streets are cars dropping off and coming out again or 

returning having recently driven off.  A third of cars going into the station return up 

Fishery Road.  These figures and the surprising volume of traffic driving up Northridge 

Way suggest a large proportion of the traffic are due to shuttle runs, dropping members 

of the family at schools, childcare or the station. 

3) A door-to-door traffic survey conducted by local councillors in Melsted Road, Sunnyhill 

Road and Glenview Road received 76 responses.  76% of respondents supported a 

crossing on Fishery Road. In addition to the evidence above, the fact that Boxmoor 

residents in the furthest corner of the ward from Fishery Road feel so strongly on the topic 

is extremely powerful and has prompted Councillors to make a concerted effort to push for 

a solution. County Councillor Adrian England has identified some Highways funding and 

Boxmoor’s Borough Councillors have identified some Community Infrastructure funding for 

a pedestrian crossing on Fishery Road.  The County Council is currently running a 

feasibility study.  

 

 

 



St Johns Road 

Situation This is the most direct route to the town centre for many residents living in 
Boxmoor ‘village’ and southern Chaulden.  It has a 20mph zone in the area 
including most of the shops and it has a zebra crossing.  There are high volumes 
of traffic, particularly in rush hour and school pick up/drop off times. 

Pedestrian 
issues 

 Families living to the South of St Johns Road cross the road to access 
Boxmoor Primary School or Hemel Hempstead Secondary School.  The 
pedestrian crossing is on a pinch point, which is often ‘attacked’ by drivers 
trying to get through first, either enforcing or beating the signed priority.   

 To make up time, motorists accelerate away from the 20mph zone in both 
directions, causing problems for pedestrians crossing at the parts of St Johns 
Road further away from the crossings at Cowper Rd and St Johns Church. 

 People cross onto Blackbirds Moor near the junction with Beechfield Rd, 
where motorists from both directions enjoy slopes aiding acceleration.  
Anecdotal evidence suggests many near misses involving children. 

 The pinch point at The Blackbirds has no formal status and depends on 
motorists’ kindness.  Anchor Lane/Fishery Passage is a busy pedestrian 
crossing for commuters and this is not aided by any crossing point or island. 

Other 
issues 

 The speed hump outside the framing shop is frequently scraped by cars 
approaching it too fast.  This is evidence of an on-going complaint by residents 
that the 20mph zone is routinely broken by motorists. 

 Lorries often use the route disregarding the weight restriction that applies.  
This is likely to get worse when building at LA3 starts. 

 There is some passing trade for the shops and parking is provided at the 
bottom of Cowper Road and outside the convenience store to support this. 

 There is a high volume of through traffic that is not deterred by the current 
traffic calming measures. 

Gathering 
Evidence 

1) Undertake a traffic survey of the village centre to identify what proportion of 
traffic on St Johns Rd is through traffic and how much stops for the shops. 

2) Capture local opinion on speeding / safety in the village centre. 
NB There are no suitable locations for Drive Safe speed checks on St Johns Rd 

Community 
Activism 

 80% of residents of St Johns between the Green End roundabout and the 
Catholic Church signed a petition about parking in 2016.  Many of the side 
streets were similarly active. A campaign would likely have strong support. 

 A signage campaign or a leafleting of drivers at the ‘village’ zebra crossing 
with the message ‘We live here – please drive more responsibly.’ 

 Boho Boxmoor with Borough Councillor support has funding for planters that 
will accentuate the ownership of the space for pedestrians and shoppers 

Medium 
term 
measures 

1) Review the 2016 parking consultation to reconsider ways residents’ views 
were ignored (esp. St Johns, Puller Road and the bay outside the Catholic 
Church).   

2) Have the hump at the Blackbirds adopted as an official pedestrian crossing. 
3) Return the zebra crossing to being a pelican crossing, as it always used to be. 

Long-term 
measures 

1) Extend the 20mph zone to include all of St Johns Road from Heath Lane to 
Green End roundabout 

2) Deter motorists from using St Johns instead of Station/London Roads through 
improving the ways the ‘village’ centre prioritises pedestrians, shoppers and 
cyclists (eg a cycle lane linking Chaulden to the town centre).  Rethink parking 
on St Johns incorporating bays which reduce the extent to which the road is 
clear and straight for motorists.  Introduce islands (especially on the 
pedestrian route from Anchor Lane to Fishery Passage). 

3) Reconsider road layout and priority issues to provide pedestrians with a 
crossing point at the bottom of Beechfield Rd, such as introduction of a mini 
roundabout with an island. 



St Johns Road Update – January 2022 

On 7th June 2021¹ Councillors, supported by a team of 

residents, undertook a traffic survey, not simply counting 

cars to assess volume, but taking down number plates at 

all the entrances/exits to the core village (Marked with red 

stars on the map) to be able to identify the patterns of 

individual journeys.  965 number plates were recorded 

enabling some complex analysis. 

1) The map at the top shows the pattern of journeys 

ending or starting in the village during the period of 

the survey (7.30-9.00am).  Only 19% started their 

journey in the village and 14% ended their journey 

in the village.  147 vehicles ending their journey 

in the village seems high even accounting for 

people working at the shops, the Primary 

School, carers, tradesmen and residents 

returning from night shifts.  It is possible that 

some of these journeys are people returning 

from dropping family members at breakfast 

clubs, childcare, the station or work. 

 

2) The next three maps show the journey patterns 

from the three compass points that offer access.  

An enormous proportion of the traffic is through 

traffic. Traffic flow from the north is least and 

also has a lower proportion of through traffic.  

This is probably because there are alternative 

and faster routes out of the residential areas to 

the north, especially in an easterly direction 

towards the town centre.   

 

Traffic towards the town centre contributes the 

highest quantity and proportion of through traffic 

– an astonishing 89%.  Addressing the east-west 

flows is clearly key to reducing the traffic 

pressure in central Boxmoor. However, this must 

be tempered by considerations of the knock-on 

effect on other routes, especially Fishery Road, and 

the possible detrimental effect on passing trade for 

the shops, which is discussed below. 

 

3) 10% of vehicles were making shuttle journeys 

(returning in the direction they came).  These were 

mostly in Anchor Road (39%), Cowper Road (30%) 

and Alston Road (25%) suggesting this is mostly 

school-run traffic.  3% of vehicles made repeat 

journeys, only a few of which were delivery vans or 

bin lorries. 

¹ On the date of the main survey, Boxmoor Primary School had an INSET day.  The 

figures provided are adjusted for a further survey of Cowper Road on a school day. 



To be able to consider whether traffic calming might have a detrimental effect on businesses on or 

near St Johns Road in the village centre, we need to consider their relationship with motorists from 

further afield, especially Chaulden and Warners End.  The businesses in the village can broadly 

be classified as follows: 

                                               Length of 
Reason                                       visit 
customers come  
from outside Boxmoor  

Visit likely to take  
twenty minutes or less 

Visit likely to take  
more than twenty minutes 

Establishment is high quality, 
specialist, essential or enjoys 
a high degree of loyalty 

Daisychain; Coffee & Wine; 
The Florist; Indian Spice; 
Framers; Handsome Hounds; 

Sitar; Blackbirds; Post Office 
Arms; Estate Agents;  

Establishment is possibly 
more convenient than those in 
Chaulden/Warners End  

Byron’s Pharmacy; Boxmoor 
Fishbar; Post Office 

Hair; Boxmoor Barbers; Pour 
Elle 

 

The balance of motivations of customers is likely to be based on a number of factors, including 

availability of parking (readily available on-street, and in short-term parking bays), the quality / 

specialism of the product, the distance travelled, location of start and end point of any car journey 

and loyalty.  We can assume that longer visits and ones based on necessity or loyalty (ie 

businesses coloured green, blue and orange) are unlikely to be affected by increased 

inconvenience.  The businesses in red would seem to be most vulnerable to customers choosing 

an alternative if they experience increased inconvenience. 

With this in mind, we conducted a survey of the Post Office over two days to identify how many 

customers drove to the shop and took advantage of the convenience of parking directly outside 

and possibly visiting en route to a further destination. The results were as follows: 

Time Volume of 
cars 

passing 

Number of customers % 
customers 

by car 

% cars 
stopping On foot By car Total 

8.00-9.00 483 33 9 42 21% 1.9% 

9.00-10.00 394 31 5 36 14% 1.3% 

10.00-11.00 237 31 5 36 14% 2.1% 

11.00-12.00 378 53 15 68 22% 4.0% 

12.00-13.00 385 57 25 82 31% 6.5% 

13.00-14.00 375 45 12 57 21% 3.2% 

14.00-15.00 379 44 15 59 25% 4.0% 

15.00-16.00 490 83 26 109 24% 5.3% 

16.00-17.00 461 46 22 68 32% 4.8% 

17.00-18.00 464 43 20 63 32% 4.3% 

TOTAL 3,924 421 147 568 26% 3.8% 

 

The two busiest times (highlighted in red) are lunchtime (before the first post) and the homebound 

school-run.  A relatively small proportion of the traffic on St Johns Road stops at the Post Office.  

Some of these were recognised by surveyors as being locals who had chosen to drive to the shop, 

raising the question as to how many of those 147 driving customers were actually passing trade or 

were local residents coming to their local shop either as a planned journey or on their way home 

from a third destination.  Furthermore, even if the drivers are passing trade, how many would be 

deterred by traffic calming given the delay caused by the calming may be compensated for by a 

reduced level of traffic making the journey quicker!  This needs to be looked into more closely. 

 

 



Lockers Park Lane 

Situation The junction between Warners End Road and Lockers Park Lane provides a cut 
through to Boxmoor village.  Whilst this is not necessarily a speed issue as the 
roads are crowded with parked cars and there are a number of junctions and 
corners, there is a significant amount of traffic that uses this route to cut through 
between the station and routes westwards on the A4251/A41, and the Old Town, 
Highfield, Grovehill and Woodhall Farm areas of Hemel Hempstead. 
 
Lockers Park Lane is a notorious rat run on the journey to three Schools in 
particular: parents and taxis delivering children to The Collett School; families 
driving between the Catholic Infant School at St Roses and the Catholic Junior 
School at St Cuthbert Mayne and parents driving to and from Lockers Park 
School. 

Pedestrian 
issues 

 The Collett School is at the junction and the first leg of Lockers Park Lane is a 
busy pedestrian thoroughfare between Warners End Road and Town via Bury 
Hill, especially by school children walking to Laureate School, Gade Valley 
Primary and St Cuthbert Mayne School. 

Other 
issues 

 Aggressive driving to get through the back streets and beat other cars to 
passing places causes jams and cars to back up. 

 School traffic at drop-off and pick-up times, particularly for Lockers Park 
School and The Collett School causes snarl-ups in these back streets. 

Gathering 
Evidence 

1) Undertake a resident survey about road safety 
2) Undertake a traffic survey at the intersection of Bury Hill, Melsted Road and 

Lockers Park Lane to identify the scale of the problem  

Community 
Activism 

 Residents on these streets as well as Sunnyhill and further afield in Glenview 
are most likely annoyed by the rat run issue and might be willing to become 
active on the topic 

 Some residents have long talked of a one-way system being a solution to the 
difficulties faced by Melsted, Sunnyhill, Upper Glenview and the north end of 
Lockers Park Lane. 

Medium 
term 
measures 

1) Work with the various Schools concerned to review travel plans that reduce 
pressure on these roads 

Long-term 
measures 

1) Put in place some form of traffic management that deters through traffic from 
using the junction off Warners End Road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lockers Park Lane update – January 2022 

1) Lockers Park Lane is a notorious rat run, especially 

during the school-run.  A team of residents and 

Councillors surveyed the traffic on two consecutive 

Mondays: one in November half-term and the other 

in term-time.  This was to enable a comparative 

study, the results of which are shown alongside.  

Traffic flows were also captured, as portrayed in 

the maps below.  Conclusions from these are: 

a) Melsted road experiences a higher level of 

general traffic than Lockers Park Lane 

b) School-run traffic has a greater impact on 

Lockers Park Lane, increasing by a staggering 

6.5 times on a school day. 

c) Collett School and Lockers Park only accounts 

for about 30% of this increase meaning other 

schools and parents who only work term-times 

must be responsible for the remainder. 

d) Southbound school-run traffic from Warners End 

Road to Boxmoor village divides roughly equally 

between Melsted and Glenview.  The weight of 

traffic, however, is approximately 50% greater 

continuing on Lockers Park Lane than is  

continuing on Glenview, largely because of the 

outflow from Lockers Park School. 

 

2) A door-to-door Survey of residents of Melsted, 

Sunnyhill and upper Glenview road received 76 

respondents.  This provided the following results: 

a) Only a small minority of residents suggested a 

one-way system or making Melsted and 

Sunnyhill cul-de-sacs 

b) Only 21% of residents favour a 20MPH zone 

being implemented on Melsted / Sunnyhill / 

Glenview 

c) Only 17% of residents favour traffic calming on 

Melsted / Sunnyhill / Glenview 

 

  



Green End Road 

Situation Green End Road is a residential street which also serves as a useful cut through 
for people by-passing Boxmoor village on journeys between the Northeast of 
Boxmoor/ Old Town / Highfield and further afield, and the station including access 
to the west via the A4251/A41. St Rose’s, a denominational infant School, poses 
problems because its catchment draws people from a wide area. This means that 
the numbers of children walking to School is reduced and those driving is 
increased.  Parents with children at the linked junior school have to juggle two 
drop offs with a 1.3 mile journey in between.  Although nearly all houses have off-
street parking, a controlled parking zone (CPZ) was set up in 2016 largely to the 
benefit of parents dropping and picking up children at the school.  

Pedestrian 
issues 

 Outside of school drop-off and pick-up times, the volume of traffic on the road 
is not so great as to cause problems for pedestrians crossing. 

 Some parents dropping off arrive early to guarantee parking.  In winter they 
leave their engines running for warmth.  This pollutes the area for pedestrians. 

 There have been incidents where pedestrian safety is compromised by 
parkers / drivers riding the pavement when getting to school or finding space 
to park to drop off their children.   

Other 
issues 

 Since the CPZ was established, there has been reduced parking on the road 
with the exception of school drop-off and pick-up times.  The empty bays 
mean that the road is clear and motorists are able to pick up speed, especially 
going down the hill to the south. 

Gathering 
Evidence 

1) Liaise with the Headteacher of St Rose’s to identify the scale of the problem 
2) Undertake a Drive safe speed camera scheme to raise awareness with drivers 

and collect data on the extent of speeding (Borough Councillors applied for 
this in Nov 2019 – ongoing as delayed by Covid restrictions) 

Community 
Activism 

 Boho Boxmoor with Borough Councillor support has funding for a leaflet and 
awareness-raising scheme on the health and environmental dangers of 
leaving engines running. This also addresses other safety issues. 

Medium 
term 
measures 

1) Liaise with the Headteacher of St Rose’s on the School having a travel plan (if 
they do not already have one), which includes consideration of walking buses 
and collaboration on drop-off times with St Cuthbert Mayne School  

2) Submit an application for a flashing speed-activated ‘slow down’ sign to raise 
driver awareness of the problem 

Long-term 
measures 

1) Extend the 20mph zone from St Johns Road to encompass the residential hub 
of the village, including some or all of Green End Rd 

2) Reconsider road layout and priority issues to provide a speed break halfway 
down the hill, such as introduction of a mini roundabout at the junction with 
Alston Rd. 

 

Update on Green End Road – January 2022 

1) An application for a Drive Safe scheme to speed-gun motorists travelling both north and 

south on Green End Road has been approved by the Police.  Training of volunteers will be 

underway soon and it is hoped that the scheme will start operating in the spring. 

2) Herts County Council (HCC) funded leaflets and banners highlighting the health dangers of 

idling engines.  This is particularly aimed at parents who park on Green End Road at drop-

off and pick-up times.  These leaflets can be distributed as part of a scheme to encourage 

parents to be more considerate in their relations to residents living near St Roses School. 

3) Claire Hobson has been liaising with St Roses School and HCC to improve parking and 

behaviour towards residents in the St Roses area.  Regular appeals have gone out in the 

School newsletter and HCC are actively seeking to recruit a Lollypop supervisor.   

 



 

Gravel Hill Terrace 

Situation Gravel Hill Terrace is a long, straight road. Nearly all houses have off-street 
parking and so, there is limited parking to slow motorists down.  It is a cut through 
between Chaulden and the town centre.  Motorists build up speed when they 
‘attack’ the hill on Woodlands Ave from the east.  Too many also take advantage 
of the open and clear stretch of road along the length of Gravel Hill Terrace to 
accelerate beyond the speed limit in both directions.  There is a flashing speed 
sign at the top of Woodlands Ave for cars travelling in an easterly direction. 

Pedestrian 
issues 

 At rush hour, many families and pupils travelling from the residential streets of 
Cardy Rd and ‘Birdland’ struggle to cross the road on their journey to Boxmoor 
Primary School on Cowper Road. 

 The footpath running between Woodland Close and Crouchfield is a popular 
short cut for pupils walking to The Hemel Hempstead School.  Consequently 
large numbers cross the road at the crest of the hill at Woodland Place, where 
visibility is not at its best. 

Other 
issues 

 As development has increased in the area, there is pressure on parking.  This 
overspills onto Woodland Avenue and also the entrance to Woodland Close.  
Residents have requested that the County Council put yellow lines on the 
corners of the entrance to Woodland Place. 

Gathering 
Evidence 

1) Survey parents of children at Boxmoor Primary School to identify the scale of 
the problem 

2) Liaise with The Hemel Hempstead School to identify patterns of pupil travel 
and establish the scale of the issue 

3) Undertake a Drive safe speed camera scheme to raise awareness with drivers 
and collect data on the extent of speeding (Borough Councillors applied for 
this in Nov 2019 – ongoing as delayed by Covid restrictions) 

Community 
Activism 

 Affected families can coincide their journeys to school to enjoy safety in 
numbers and raise awareness with drivers. 

Medium 
term 
measures 

1) Submit an application for a further flashing, speed-activated ‘slow down’ sign 
to raise driver awareness of the problem 

Long-term 
measures 

1) Put in place a pedestrian crossing and pinch point midway along Gravel 
Hill Terrace near to Wrensfield to slow down traffic 

 

 

Update on Gravel Hill Terrace – January 2022 

Progress made on Gravel Hill Terrace includes: 

1) An application for a Drive Safe scheme to speed-gun motorists travelling both north and 

south on Green End Road has been approved by the Police.  Training of volunteers will be 

underway soon and it is hoped that the scheme will start operating in the spring. 

2) Adrian England, Boxmoor’s County Councillor, is seeking to have a temporary flashing 

speed signal moved to Gravel Hill Terrace to alert drivers of their speeding 

3) A resident survey highlighted that 42% of residents are in favour of traffic calming on this 

road 

 

 

 

 



Beechfield Road 

Situation This is a wide residential road which leads into the heart of Boxmoor and provides 
a main thoroughfare for Glenview Rd, Glendale, Sunnyhill Rd and roads off 
Woodlands/Gravel Hill Terrace. The lower end also serves Anchor Lane and its 
various off-shoots.  The width of this road enables motorists to pick up speed. 

Pedestrian 
issues 

 The double mini roundabout at the junction with Anchor Lane provides islands 
with which to cross for the route between Boxmoor ‘village’ and the town.  This 
crossing also serves The Hemel Hempstead School. 

Other 
issues 

 Noise caused by speeding vehicles disturbs residents and affects the 
calmness of the ‘street-scene’ 

 Parking by sixth formers attending The Hemel Hempstead School causes a 
nuisance to residents 

 Some areas have had verges hardened for resident parking; others have not 
and there are persistent complaints about the verges being ruined by parking. 

Gathering 
Evidence 

1) Undertake a resident survey about road safety 
NB There are no suitable locations for Drive safe speed checks on Beechfield Rd 

Community 
Activism 

 Residents can develop a relationship with THHS to address parking issues by 
sixth formers 

Medium 
term 
measures 

1) Submit an application for a flashing, speed-activated ‘slow down’ sign to raise 
driver awareness of the problem 

Long-term 
measures 

1) Extend the 20mph zone from St Johns Road to encompass the residential hub 
of the village, including Beechfield Road south of Anchor Lane 

 

 

Update on Beechfield Road – January 2022 

 

1) A survey of residents identified that 49% of respondents would welcome traffic calming on 

Beechfield Road.  This is the most frequently named street for traffic calming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Drive Safe Scheme 

In November 2019 the Borough Councillors for Boxmoor submitted an application to the Herts 

Constabulary’s Drive Safe scheme to run temporary speed checks on Fishery, St Johns (two 

locations), Green End Road, Gravel Hill Terrace and Beechfield Road.  In February 2020 Drive 

Safe responded that many of the locations were inappropriate because of obstructions such as 

parked cars, trees, bends & junctions.  Since then the scheme has been shut down, owing to 

Covid lockdown.  In anticipation of the scheme restarting after lockdown 3, a more refined 

application has been submitted for schemes to be run on Fishery, Green End and Gravel Hill 

Terrace. 

The Drive Safe scheme also offers opportunities to put in place awareness-raising infrastructure, 

such as signs that flash messages to approaching cars which are exceeding the speed limit.  We 

intend to apply for such interventions.  If they achieve their objectives, then that is well and good; if 

they don’t, they help build the evidence to argue the case for more effective interventions. 

20mph Zone in Village Centre 

The 20mph zone on St Johns Road is intended to create a more pedestrian-friendly area around 

the shops. There is evidence that suggests that busy street scenes with pedestrians provide a 

psychological trigger for motorists to slow down.  The message the 20mph zone sends out needs 

to be strengthened with initiatives that show that as a community we value this area and highlight 

to drivers that this is a space for people not cars.  Coffee and Wine’s recent pavement licence and 

Boho Boxmoor’s application for planters to make the apron at the bottom of Cowper Road more 

pleasant are two excellent examples of how this might happen.  This needs to be built on with a 

complete re-think of traffic calming in the village. 

As well as measures which give more ownership of the space to pedestrians, there is local 

demand to extend the area of restricted speeds, so that the 20mph zone has a higher profile and 

greater visibility, especially near to schools.  Berkhamsted has recently extended its 20mph zone 

to incorporate the vast majority of the town centre, including side streets which do not have shops.  

Adrian England applied for 20mph zones to be introduced in a number of Boxmoor locations.  The 

County Council has assessed these and in January 2022 announced their prioritisation list, scored 

on the basis of proximity to a School, air quality, density of housing and the environmental 

surroundings. 20mph zones will become more clearly defined as they reach the top of the 

prioritisation list, but the map below shows the likely areas and their place in HCC’s prioritisation 

list.  The zone may need to be reinforced by some of the measures discussed above. 
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Schools 

Many difficulties relate to schools, both the transport of pupils to schools and the safety of pupils 

walking to school.  Getting the balance right between the two, especially in relation to parking near 

schools is very complicated and will need to bear in mind the specific circumstances of each 

individual school.  This plan is not the place for detailed analysis of these issues. However, we 

hope some of the issues raised can be addressed by school communities and we would like to join 

schools in discussing these issues. 

 

Conclusion 

This strategy aims to start the process whereby your local Councillors can be armed with the data 

and local opinion to address the long-standing issues with traffic through Boxmoor.  Crucially, 

though, this is only possible with the support of the community and so, we look forward to hearing 

from residents with their thoughts, both through surveys conducted by us and through opinion 

shared direct to boxmoorcouncillors@gmail.com. 

 

Cllr Adrian England, Cllr Claire Hobson, Cllr Liz Uttley & Cllr William Allen 

March 2021 (updated January 2022) 
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